Academy
of Hope

Adult Public Charter School

2015 Graduate Profiles

“The Academy of Hope will be a school in which the main
subject for everyone, teachers and students alike, is not
reading, writing or math, but hope.”

The following stories of five graduates embody Academy of
Hope’s fundamental commitment to planting and nourishing a
sense of hope. The lives of each of these individuals reflect
resilience, hard work, courage and commitment to overcoming
adversity — and are all driven, first and foremost, by hope for a
better future. We thank these graduates for sharing their
personal stories, both orally and in writing. Their personal
achievements are what Academy of Hope is all about.




Life is Beautiful, Just Apply Yourself

Beverly Si mms

he instant warmth and quick

smile are what hit you first

when you meet Beverly
Simms. She focuses on the positive,
works hard, and, not surprisingly, is
succeeding in meeting her goals. This
recent Academy of Hope graduate is
definitely moving forward, enjoying
helping others, and improving herself
as she goes.

Early Years

Beverly grew up in a loving household w
and two sisters. As her father was in
Born in Florida in 1958, Beverly starte
to California where she attended two di

Maryl and and then back to California. W

Beverly entered junior high school in S
rowdy and unfriendly. She was bullied,
getting poor grades. Fortunately, her
Juni or Hi gh School in Northeast, cl oser
i mproved. Beverly 'Jasdeaphpdtiidemast,

great ac adBeuni csahlel yd.e s cr i feedsv ehnetrusred ufs as ¢
adol escent , not badhy blueér odttreinc tc amgthh e ro
entered McKinley Technical Hi gfg o®adhool

enoudphit i'thr ke she began to party and s
just arted goioWheadowhmehirlelal i zed that she
addi tional 1.5 credits to graduate, Bev

The World of Wor k



From that point on, Beverly has held dc
two jobs at a time, taking off only bri
She started as a cashier at Peoples Dru
to her positive attitude and responsi ve
at China Closet, eventually becoming a
Safeway and the Sheraton Hot el in North
daughter and, thirteen years | ater, her
doing community relations in her housin
work at the Post Office. During these
of Hope to try to get herd hfioglhl osw huopo | a sc
needed more time to raise her family.

| eader for the Consumer Health Access T
home to help her son with some probl ems
then returned to work at World Market.
guickly dropped out again. Nonet hel ess
her children graduate from high

school . “They give you hope

Finally Back to Sﬁlﬂdo&l"@W]YIJhgtO

Then in 2011, whivork wéithiyoql at any
the Wounded Warriors C}év@]‘i”n

Bet hesda, Beverly became very

sick and had to be hospitalized. Her h
s ome dar k oimm meenrt sl i f e. But it was fol
that she was finally able to return to

She sidysabout me nowoOThougasamlyi t i mer pr |
she was able to stay focused on the wor
thatt just camBhsesowastarad.fortunate to
of her two children, who took care of t
time she needed to study. The only res
pl anfiongrushoup dmudethetro eventually ent

During her ti mékeaptt AoonH nsohvé@amagl sfitonr Wwairmd,

2014 Beverly graduated from the Nationse
(NEDP) . Thinking about her experience
particularly |liked fheestyafuf hopayiamg tah



wor k with yowShaet aalnsyo |aepvperle c iftahteeyd ptuhte ifn:

the time to e@ver dlor 9plkeopfliumpd atcleatt htali
makes you want to |l earn, to go to anoth
years that | OWwahtedwi hg gtaguati on she u
week Bridge program, during whiflhsshe m
|l oved bedng here.

Graduation and Beyond

Due to her own initiative and creativit
her own making. Seeing a need to conne
social services, she proposed to Academ
Navigator. Her proposal became a reali.
Public Allies DC fellow and placed at A

students by making connections and esta
wi t h gr ou PessbouSudress Bartha’s Table,  aFouhdry

United Methodist Church. Due to her work, AoH can
these and other services, acting in the
greatly enjoys inspiring and encofur agin
gets better, easier, thatoSherkeldireveao

i mportfantt tpeople up and to make them f
doioDg.er al | , fishhies siasy ssomet i ng | | ove do

Beyond spending Monday through Thursday

training i |l eadership and community or

n
n

Fridays and works with her Streetwise M
0

She is als a Public Allies volunteer o
term goal is to draw on her growing net
pl anner and, | ater, to obtain a -BA in b
term goal |isfexorlhecdim@aaany cusdamndert oser v
purchase her own home. T hoagrh ochel Isarys

it has also been easy as a result of al



This is Just the Beginning!

Dana Ebi asah

oday Dana Ebiasah is certified by the DC Department of

Behavioral Health as a Peer Specialist, working to help her clients

and herself to understand their diagnoses of mental illness and get
the services and support they need. Obtaining her GED was a milestone
on the now-‘positive and hopeful path” of her life.

Early Life

Dana was born in 19 of
six daughters. &Due
substance abuse pro
pl aced in foster ho
and was in and out
and schools for mos

Her father came aro

bring her ice cream. e me oo .~ < S

herselwast a shychahd. quwbtl e in middle

Maryl and, Deavnear ystahyisngHwaevepnpl she event
started smoking marijuana, breaking r
advantage of her kind foster mother. B
stopped going to school and found herse

move to another foster &omef and &ahénMabp

Home, where the sisters |l ovingly raised

Things Got Tougher

At the age of 16, Dan

h ad ihdeers pfiitres th emme

a
inability to manage heridhel gaysfehands
s

not take ment al il lne

she stopped taking her medication and

back, Dana des @ruimbe g etol lessis enaslsed her
several years on the street, running

s -weerki diwsslpyi.t al S @ &

S
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of fered and getting into trouble with t

course, she got into a fight with a fel
| ater tried another GED cour se, but it
By the time she was 20, Dana reconnect e
and got pregnant again. This caused di
woman she was involved with at the ti me
depressed and |l ed to a second ment al br
continued getting into trouble with the

around this time that she called DC Chi
kids.

Though Dana had a number of jobs, she o
got _herself info a coud

9 ET A x ) &il.gQISA/itg;Ae@frlend

EAsThe )/as in police cust
r = a =n ~ ~ S h inc
Al EAA OEOQI'GCE QFEA"C
N eci d®ed thafmgoshg twasn
I mess upodoagai n.

Moving toward her GED
Fortunately her friend dropped the char
to go back to work. But this time she
| oy al e mpil oyte eatd MctDlbemral alt Taco Bel | . :

responsi bi |l i tdy,|l igcoetn shee,r adnrdi vbeerc ame a st ¢
remained |l oyal to her employer, did not
stayed off the street. However, althou
her , they did not due to her record.

When Dana was 26, she says that she | oo
saw on the streets of downtown DC and d
t hem. S livei sbueaglainzi ng becomi pagn & ormeea lhii ;nmegd
this meant that she had to go back to s
programs she found Academynew IHoweul &he
GED when | wal kedoDama uwahs tihnemeddoioart.el y
bright atmosphere and by t he iffnrsiternudcltyo,r
bubbly, coodandamwdrfibhynyf her respect.
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pport tbBbem with hard work.

ovember 2013, AoH staff encouraged

he costdéd f §éloumgé dsdtyrecasasifesidmacsu t ,
she read each quedmsweaedni tcatref u
f Ho®Whem sdhoe weedlll.ed Ward 8 to
had passed, she remembers hear
nt . Dana recal Fesvetrtye ssepp orft t
y were there for anything. The
I real ldyl arppvew ifadreg d@th aitt,. and

rwar d

aduation in June 2014, Dana fe
alth services and began attend
is working there as a Peer Sp
and testing and is now certifi
Danafisags osdtcheg@ostn her ongoir
d her diagnosis amdo el phbothea
de hope to those who hawee no h
own exper i @hnecree, isshea kpnooswssi btihl aitt



If I had a Million Dollars I Would
Give it to Academy of Hope

Deborah Si mmons

hroughout a lifetime of struggle due to her limited vision and

related bullying, Deborah Simmons has persevered. After many

years and a number of false starts, Deborah finally found at
Academy of Hope the understanding and support she needed to succeed.
And succeed she did, winning two
awards for her writing, obtaining her
IC3 computer certification, and
graduating in June 2014 with her
NEDP.

A Challenging Chil
Deborah was born i
Suf fol k, VA, one o
Due to her vision probl ems, it wa s

hard for her to read the blackboard at

ot her pupil s. Whe&h mbehemas| dflt Deboalr
and brought the children to DC to |ive
teased orerwearing thick glassesoand for
Overall, her memiariesodmfmdd sidled Hf®eed s she
if aced @arduelhtey i fe.

Whil e at Hamil ton Junior Hi gh School , t

Deborah avoided bei ngrfwiotkh nmgpeEB@iheotodinsg b
she was hit with a fwhlueprpkehdy heer mbéeé aeher
Difficulties continued when she transfe
East, fiwhewas hard t ooabned awhneerwe ssthued eangtai n
fhookdt ogavoid the classes in which she w
transferred to Anacostia Senior High Sc
9yrade. Al though she remembers |iking
Deborah stopped going to math cl asses,

16 she droppedil opustdr edoaa lidtnongny mor e .
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r k, Family Responsibilities, I nitial
esight

the age of 17, Deborah began wor ki n
ecked bags for a year. However, she
censed nurse. She enrolled in Frank|
t receive the algebra tutoring she n
ar , whil e she was working as a secre!
borah married an old friend of the f|
ars |l ater she |l eft her husband due t
rk as a home health aide in order to
ter, in 1987, she had her second dau:
en in 1989 Deborah completed a cour s
come a Certified Nursing Assistant a
d on private duty shifts. She also
ult Education, but the school <closed
02 she again tried to get her GED, t|
t the Center c¢closed its adult educat |

pass all her tests.

the meanti me, she worked in a group
om 3pm to midnight. At the same ti mi
ther, who had had a stroke, as well |
w granddaughter She had Iittle tim
is extremely demanding schedul e took
ctor told her she had to stop or ris
vice, she stopped working. However,

Living Wages, as she wanted to breal
courage her girls.
t by then her eyesight was worsening
graine headaches. Finally in 2007,
borah was no | onger able to see the |
eded to read. She quit the program .
rift store. Foll owing surgery for h

vi sionfpoadmeAyea.hough her pressure heada



her |l imited vision now all ows her to se

if she is looking through a smal/l hol e.
Back to School, This Time for Good!

Despite her challenges, Deborah continu
there, while researching vendors to par
found Academy of Hope online. About a
papers she had filed on Academy of Hope

About Academy of Hope, Deborai Ihase onl y

Academy of Hope. They really hel ped me
really care about their students. They
read, they were patic@eihte asnady se ntchoautr atgheedy

st ayed obal Imiefiygoduree rg:oi n go Atnad , g d tn dieteld, wi t
tutoring, she was finally able to under
Academy of Hope teachers brought out he
Deborah to wwiheiag awarg afi Bed ileivfee |f
Can OEbwmpetition and to deliver it at an
Breakfast. In 2012, she placed&in the
Hi story Essay Contest sponsored by the
invited to fiabdubheheesadwmi-paston a&abrheh
churiah the Martin Luther King Library.

Looking Ahead

Al 't hough Deborah continues to hold majo
family, she would Iike to go to college
with di sfabwamnt itte.show them that even t
I continued on amBeyemd hteldi sny Delmdrah r
shefits | | goingoon her journey.
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You Can Do It, You Can’t Give Up!

El ai ne Evans

fter dropping out of school in the 9" grade and later trying without

success to get her high school certification, Elaine Evans finally

achieved her dream at Academy of Hope. She persevered,
overcame the odds, and, at the age of 62, received her NEDP cetrtificate in
June 2014.

Growing up in Washingt

El aine was born in 195 'gton,
the third of nine chil gh her
was siladil ef ather worke B
Postal Service and her a
housewhe recalls that ot
easy. Fi nancilalclayne sh

har d, @we hdiiveea Situec hal s o

remembers that there w ar mt h
affection in the home, and that she suf

great de al as a resul t. Mor eover, she
encouragement from her famil;}'bfraldeher t
when her teacitdenmbEdalilneed fledrt embarr assed

t

mot Bersupport, she dropped out of school

Years of Hard Wor k
Aft
Cen

r leaving school El aine quickly enr
er (OTC), wher eépeasdml ¢oekanldidssa pluat ta
skills to good use since 1970 when, at

-~ o

career with the US Federal Government.
work, to have a little money, and to ha
she worked in the Government Printing O
Laboratory, and the Office of Personnel
She answered phones, worked as a file c
f

ormation into a computer and worked

11



In the | ate 1970s, El aine gave birth to

great deal of help from her mother and
daughter was fi vet,intkd ag anree ntoiorkg ome sfpud s
chil dcare responstiibmel ijtoibe.s wBetihn gh ear sfiunl
challenge. Still, she maintained her e
all the important eventsGasdhmektiings a
Al t hough she was a reliablefwandohhdar d Wwo
school cr eddéeintgieatl aln ycwhueldden.a pRe cepclieatdo ry o
the office, despbBteovewurthardeawos kshe s

this problem by trying a | ar g omumaery o

to remd@mmet he hope of getting her GED.
better and to have her di piWomhoes Bt ]| if
hard to get anythohgowekhard tacmové mepsh
El aine felfftarntd atdanlde aviamt he fiwarsehad@.ad | u
At base she believed that she could not
foundati on, and finally gave up on her
wor king

Retirement with a Goal: Academy of Hop
After retiring from the government in 2
about the Academy of Hope. She finally

and at first MWmeyy oHle dfaoccund oint many o0ccC:
wanted to gi vie jups tdtddoonlkdidm gfiotr wees n

Fortunately, she did not give up. Wi t h
eventually transferred to the NEDP stre
ivonder f wWhd uheolrmed her whenever she nee
the program proved to be a challenge, a
and thoughts that she might not get thr

However, gradually Elaine saw her score
she knew sfthet hideft mgbht she could fmgwe fo
didndo it right, oySohue hsaady st Gt hbabtg hAto Ho v er !
expectations helped her a |l ot, and that
the right answers. In the end, El ai ne
the rough spots with a | ot of studying

12



particularly admires her advisor for al
her sdBlianignne, you cadn gdiodei tup.You can

Having passed all her tests and gfdduat
I can do i t, oaSrhyeo md scoanf eded si tt.hat she heae
voi da@dshelt for so many years caused by
credenti al

The Next Chapter in Her Life

Wi th her NEDP wunder her bel t, El ai ne wa
other people happy, and is looking forw
more singing. She is also |l ooking forw
Having already visited Al aska, Hawaii,
and the islands. She is thrilled at the

year and to Australia in 2016.AiAs dlse
too short oFoitnatlol ye nhjaovyilng achi eved her ¢
i mportant part of it.
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Academy of Hope is About Resurrecting

People’s Lives through Education
Greg Si ms

ince the beginning, Greg Sims has led a tough life, including years

spent in prison, living on the streets, and facing addiction and

serious health challenges. Yet through hard work and a lot of
support, he has overcome these obstacles and, at the age of 56, received
his NEDP. Today he is sharing the life lessons he has learned with
students, inmates, and law enforcement officials and is looking forward to
celebrating his 60" birthday with his twin sister.

Growing up ]

Born in Southeast I:

was one of 15 sibli tart
he was close to hisi d

al ways wanted her t

needed. He remembe

|l earned about shari m
what he saw within and
in the community. er
worked construction

frai sed up poor, there was not much

to go aAlotuhnodugh he had plenty of friend:¢
hard to focus on himevetrudiods emboldths ¢ oh e
grade he was picked Ubhrade Horglaamegdano
Though he was given probation for the f
years for the second.

Years Spent in Prison
Whil e inside, Greg studied and became ¢
educational opportunity that was offere

was out on parole afteffethderybarprebet
woritkkehi nd the scenes andoStiet,tber empb
wor king and in this way he managed to s

14



But eventually he got into drugs and en
for selling. This time he was released
addiction he found himsepétrpwppeanetheg b
next few decades.

Reflecting on this periodf fhar dchitso bsiefte,gc

and t hHmeavewre stuck with anything | ong. I
avoided gobegpibtaekso many years in and
remained close to his family, and in 19

regr et ifisi shsaevdi nhgg m 6gr owi ng up.

Life on the Street

Finally released from prison in 2002, G
l'iving on the street. Due to his cont
bacterial infectmomth hhaads dietdaltioz aat if coru.r
MRl found that he had a serious problem
even realized due as he was al ways high
replacement, the hospitiabbidiedhargeddhi
year, bacBWFbnadkwgshe returned to the h
hand and | ost part of one finger flas a r
hurt to the coore of my being.

Positive Decisions Lead to Positive Lif
Having endured so much, Gihag céaoiuddéd oifn
dr udg & d fhaufr bHinms el f and promi sed himself
could get out of his pain he would neve

went for his hand rehabilitation referr
finally able to have hip surgery and sl
there ever since. Al so through &hri st

Recovery Program, to attend weekly AA a
encouraged to go back t oiisncchlowdi.ng |an sfpey
his pritéwmo dlagds traveled similar paths,

iDo |t Yoo Know | t!
Greg entered AoH in Fall 2007. Ther e,
fgr @athough math and science wil@he chalffer

15



wer e

patient, they stuoKe wi ¢ ine meer gatviea

thad some troubl e@&Bwitt whamt daedannmces.ed cl as

woul d
He al
one,
been
kept
AoH,
Gi vin
Since
shari
and t
| earn
wor ki
Chris
homel
mi ddl
tal ki
to po
a con
fundr

Today
ni ne

suf fe
possi
fresur
House
those
many

al way gWhcearlel aroe ayskus?up proueddo t o be
so recalls gettiimghédrellpdd ageltihdmany r

| could get it from another @a dif
t hiowbege.n rleady to gidelweg, medt (The
telling mewWihht hl scowhdhdodi wor k a

Greg graduated with his NEDP in 20

g Back

then, téhrRaghvermhye MRMemgram, Greg h.
ng his own |ife experience

he hard Ie@_oEsAheO@sA[E/E xAO

o This GRIA(T OOOAE x EC

ng as a volunteerg at - N -

t House, supportl'&h AhIOAOCUS
ess population; going to

e schools and high schools to talgk
ng to inmates in DC jails to give
|l ice departments about mistreat men
ference on this topic in April 201
aising for Christ House, and speak

, Greg spends time with his grands
years of sobriety in Seppembean@Ol
ri ngbeacsauas egiifttfjm medn eech dhihseart t o ma
bti Hat i e bmadwn exi sted. He sees hi
mecti sayisheé hpeopl e at Academy of H
have put | ifodubaclksi GBtegmhabobgen
who have come before him at AoH,
mor e.
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A Strong, Beautiful Survivor
LaShunna Grier

n her 26 years, LaShunna Grier has endured more life challenges than

most people can imagine. A school drop out at 15, she has confronted

bipolar disorder, violent rape, teen pregnancy, epilepsy, homelessness
and more. Through her personal strength and strong intellect, she is now
creating a life for herself and her family, building upon her graduation in
June 2015 from Academy of Hope.

Ups and Downs of Child
Early Adulthood in DC

Born in Southeast DC i
LaShunna remembers hap

filled with the | ove o
and her parents. She
schofol was a perfection
ovarchi ever, al ways on
honoroSrhel lcompeted in
basketball, cheerl eadi
Dutch, was elected student body preside
and school safety andi ehevgyg puauerpt himemn
school !
Before thé&reamde,ofhoivever, her parents se
to Montgomery County with her mother.
uprooted in the midst of the school yea
al so | ost her aunt , whom she had | oved

though, she compd ewerdk twiet Hiuh | a yfeaw mon
di fferent curriculum) and made new frie
her hligh'err 8de cl asses, she had to deal
witnessing an ugly RHKHK nigrscisdemntt eadt tsoc Isq
controld Feoerlfinmeg.ed, fri ghtoshedaanempnedy,
suicide and was di agno $fehde wnetdh chaitp oolna rt t
gave me made me a zombie, ''Yyrweadse.emoti on
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About a year | ater, when fhalShuodhmap wars s
went through a rough breakup with her b
drinking heavily, running away from hom
school Then, at 15, s he darsi nvkiionlgent | y
fri esthe. was so badly injured that docto
probably never be able to have children
from home again, and got involved with
when she became pregnant and realized t
The Start of the Bumpy Road Back
Fortunatel pbaBSkhubhsatook her idnynmend af
Camille in 2006 they helped her to retu
tried to work evenings at Target, it wa
She |liked working, did well, and was pr
birthday in 2008 LaShunna stopped takin
depressed that she could barely care fo
back on her medication she worked first
job at® FBd :zemment . But when the company
LaShunna started taking pills @ndedtink
Il i ke a statistic, a black &®teaaglesomom w
began to suffer from seizuresfMgntdi was d
was i n sdlaamb2 Oels2 , at he age of 22, s he
assume guardianship of her daughter.
LaShunna moved to Baltimore, where she
became good friendtsbevi t hHéheen hausmhagnad h
to school and to get her daughter back.
and a ®e€sp, and on April 1, 2014 they
family was there, including her biologi
ftompl etel YBatt fplriamgs soon started to un
was acting out violently, and her marri
husband separated in September 2014, an
Finding Her Way Back to Education and t
Around this time she saw a flyer for Ac
and did exceptionally wdll |k mew hietr vasss etsi
get my | ife together. I threw myself i

18



ahead of my classes, studying at home o
cared about me, they even gave me bus t
And they encouraged me. I't was more |
they saw me sl acking off they madée sure
just me, they do it for all their stude

From the outset of her NEDP wowlrdewallsS
across the ddarmdgjeby nDddauemmber 2014 she ha

NEDP competencies. However, her |living
eventually ended up in a shelter. I'n a
with ADHD, anxiety and depression. Las
but igbe thrown off a [06iBtyt IMaybi2t0 115i, v iwhg n
had fallen behind and there was not eno
before the June graduation, she decided

time she had already passed tests for M
had won an HP | aptop for her high score
becoming certified as a Microsoft Offic
to take the GED test. St eb is@ y®onpdasts i n
that she congd dealekdi rhee rssaglictetsisn ¢ t wirtyh t h

graduatesprohe dfel al l of wus, and roeally
Though LaShunna was stil/l l'iving in a s
now | ooking up. She has reconciled wit
doing well in school. I n September 201

Force Development Program at UDC Commun
was certified as a pharmacy technician.
pharmacy technician j obs;yeaanrd phraosg raapnp Itic
obtain a doctorate in pharmacy, which s
2016Not feverything is where | want it, b
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Academy
of Hope

Adult Public Charter School

Academy &f mHepge o
high quality educati
i mprove our

n is to pro
on and serwv
o]

communi ty.

We would Iike to extehan alfexpoeci al
volunteering her time and skills to
grad&atpeofil e.

Visit our website at www. aoh
Li ke us on Facebook at www. f ace
Foll ow us on Twitter @AoHDC
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